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1 COR, xvi. 14. 


Let all your things be done with Charity. | 


ſtianity, who know not that 
Charity is one of the prime Gra- 
ces of che Goſpel; nor can they 
have much of the Spirit of Chri- 
ſtianity in em, who are not in- 
fluenced by Charity in the Conduct of Life. 
And yet, if it be allowable to judge by clear Ap- 
pearances, they who have any general Ac- 
quaintance with the Affairs of Chriſtians, and 
conſider, never ſo candidly, the ſeveral Cir- 
cumſtances of their Actions, will, I believe, 
be inclin'd to conclude that Charity has little 
Share in many of em. 

This can't be, becauſe ic is only occaſionally 
or incidentally rouch'd upon in the Goſpel, or 
is ſpoke of as a Duty of leſſer Importance, or 
becauſe the Doctrine of it is deliver'd in very ob- 
{cure or faint Terms; it muſt be, becaufe Chri- 
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ſtians abandon Chriſtian Principles, and act di- 
realy contrary to the Chriſtian Doctrine, that 
Charity is left out of the Rule of Chriſtian Judg- 
ment and Practice: It muſt be, becauſe their 
- Paſſions and Prejudices have taken the Place of 
their Reaſon and-Conſcience, and puſh them 
on to any Thing to. which their Humours, 
Senſes, or Intereſts incline em. For | 
There's nothing the Goſpel niore frequently 
inſiſts upon than: Charity. We meet with it al- 
'» moſt every where. There's ſcarce a Page in the 
daoctrinal Patt af the New Teſtament, in which 
there is not ſome mention made of it, or ſome 


of its Uſes and Properties repreſented. There's 


nothing the Got ſpeaks of in higher Strains. 
No Doctrine which it delivers in more plain 
and familiar Language. There's no Duty which 
it more earneſtly recommends, or repreſents as 
of greater Importance. 
When we enquire into the Original of this 
Grace, we find it is plac'd as high as can be. It 
is of God; deriv'd from him, and has ſome- 
thing peculiarly divine in the Nature of it. Be- 
loved, faith the 2 Apoſtle, let us love one another, 
For Love isof God; and every one that lovethis boru 
of God, and knoweth God. If the Uſe and Endof it, 
or the Influence it has upon human Actions, be 
conſider d, it is ſaid to be the b fulfilling of the 
Law, and e the End of the Commandment. Com- 
pare it with other Graces, and it has the Prefe- 
rence to em all. It is more excellent than Faith 
and Hope, And now d abideth Faith, Hope, and 
8 . Charity, 


2a 1 Fohn iv. 7, Rom. xili. 10, 1 Tim. i. 5, 41 Cor. xiii. i 3, 


. 9. 


3 ; Newcaſtle upin Tyne. = 


Charity, theſe three; But the greateſt of em is Cha- 
rity. If we conſider the Neceſſity of this Grace, 
we find it is abſolute and” indiſpenſable, an eſ- 
ſential Part of Religion, the very Life and Soul 
of it; without which ir would be only a Name 
and a Shadow. For, according to the Apoſtle's 
Doctrine, if Perſons have the © G:ftof Prophecy, 
and underſtand all Myſteries, and all Knowledge, 
ths! they have all Faith, ſs #hat they cou'd remove 
Mountains, and have no Charity, they arenothi 

and the' they beſtow all their Goods tg feedthe — p 
and tho they give.their Body'ts * burned, and 
have not Charity, it «will profit N nothing. 
There can be no true Love X God Without Cha- | 
rity; for according to the Apoſtle's arguing, He 
that loveth not his Brother whom he hath ſeen, how | 
can he love God whom be has not ſeen? There is 
no true Knowledge of God without it; For 8 he 
that laweth not knoweth not Cod; for Gad is Love. » | 
There can be no good Foundation of * Hope 1 
without it; h He that loveth not his Brother a- F 
bideth in Death; whoſoever hateth his Brother is a * R 
Murderer, and ye know that no Murderer has e- l 
ternal Life abiding in him; and Places almoſt 
J innumerable to the ſame purpoſe. Whar can 
b be faid more ſtrong for the Uſe, the Excellence, 
and Importance of Charity, and, conſequently, 
j what ſort of a Religion muſt they have who 


; don't cultivate this Grace in their Hearts? It 
: cannot be the Religion of Fe/izs. «Their Faith 
mult not be the Faith of the Goſpel, whole 


End a 
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| End; js eter 1 Life; for that Paith worketh by 


Love, and uriſieth the Heart. Andif Charity 


be of fach Conſideration in the common Affairs 
of the Chriſtian Life, if it ſhould influence us 
in all the Concerns which we have with any, 
how neceſſa ry muſt it be in Chriſtian Society, 


and how much more powerfully, if poſſible, 
ſhou'd it operate upon all our Actions, as we 
arc Members of any religious Body where Per- 
ſons are more ſtrictly united, and where the 
Affairs they have to tranſact have a more par- 


ticular Affinity with CHerity. 
It is in this View that the Apoſtle conſiders 


Charity here in the Text. He propoſes it to 
the Corinthians as they were a Chriſtian Church, 
and recbmmends it to em as a Rule by which 

they ſhou'd conduct their Affairs, as they were a 
Religious Body. Let all your Things be done 


with Charity. 
It appears, from ſeveral Parts of this Epiſtle, 


that there were great Diſorders among the 
Chriſtians at Corinth. 1 I hey had run into Par- 
tics, and. Factions, It was ſaid among em, I 
am of Pact, ard [ of Apoltos; and I of Cepbas; 
and I of Ci; and they were lo fond of theſe 
Diſtinctions, as tõ become contentious about 
them, Beiides, there were gr ofs Immoralities 
committed amongſt em, even ſuch as were not 
ſo much as ad ag the Gentiles, The A- 
poſtle takes notice of theſe Diſorders. He cen- 
ſures them, he argues againit em, gives his 


Advice concerning them, as he had. here and 


there, an occaſion of mentioning them; and, 


being 


1. 


4 


at Newcaſtle upon Tyne. 7 
being about to conclude the Epiſtle, he takes 
leave of em with this general Rule, Let all 


your Things be done wwith Charity. As it he had 


Taid, Whatever the Diſorders be. which are a- 
mong you, in how confus'd a State ſoever your 
Affairs at preſent are, and whatever different 
Sentiments you may have of Perſonsand Things, 
do but take care to cultivate Charity in your 
Hearts, and let it direct you in all-that you have 
to do one with another; and there is no fear 
but things will be brought to a better Paſs. 
The Text then, as I apprehend, as well as 
the Occaſion which has brought us together at 
this Time, directs me to diſcourſe upon Chart- 
ty, as aRule of Conduct in either the more-pub- 


lic, or private Affairs of Chriſtian Societies. 


And in the Proſecution of this Point it ſeems to 
be neceſſary, 


Firſt, To repreſent the Nature of the Ruth 
which is here laid down, or ſhew what this 
Charity is, by which Chriſtians are to conduct 
their focial Affairs. 

Secondly, To conſider the Fitneſ and * 
priety of this Rule, or ſhew the happy Influence 
of this Principle upon all the Things of any re- 
ligious Society, and the natural Tendency it 
has to the bringing them all to a defirable Iſſue. 

Thirdly, 1 conceive, it may nor be amils to 
add a few Words about the Nece//ity of apply- 
ing Charity in the Caſe before us. And then 


I ſhall conclude with ſubjoining ſomes 


Things ſuitable to the Occaſion. 


Fo, 


ing may be more readily and clearly perceiv d. 
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Firſt, T am to enquireinto the Nature of the 
Rule which is here laid down, or ſhew what 
that Charity is, with which all our Things are t9 
be done. And, I preſume, little needs to be ſaid 
upon this Head. The Scriptures have ſo fully, 
and in ſuch a variety of Places, and in ſo clear 
a manner, repreſented this Point; and there 
have ſo many excellent Diſcourſes been pub- 
liſhed upon it; that none, but they who are 
groſsly ignorant of the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
and altogether unacquainted with what has 
been wrote upon this Subject, can be ſuppos'd 
to be uninſtructed in the Nature of this Grace. 
And there isthe leſs Occaſion to diſcourſe large- 
ly upon this Head to Hus Aſembly, who uſed to 
have Charity ſo oft inſiſted upon, and fo warm- 


ly recommended to em from the Pulpit, and 


lately have had a judicious Diſcourſe upon it 
put into their Hands from the Preſs; which, 
I queſtion not, you have carefully confider'd, 
and digelied. 

I ſhall therefore take up as little of your Time 
as I can, in diſcourſing upon the Nature of 
Charity, purpoſing only to give you a ſhort and 
general Deſcription of it; and to mention none 
of the Properties of it, but ſuch as bear a more 
particular Relation to the Point I principally 
have in view. And this I do almoſt for Form's 
fake only, for the Reaſon juſt now mention'd; and 
that there may be ſomething to which imme- 
diate Recourſe may be had in the proceſs of the 
Argument, by which the Force of the Reaſon- 


As 


at Newcaſtle upon Tyne. 9 


As for the Nature of Charity then, it is, in 
one word, Love, a kind and benevolent Diſ- 
poſition of Heart, the tender and affeetionate 
Regard which Chriſtians ſhould have one for 
another. This abundantly appears by the ſeve- 
ral Texts already mention'd. Ir is the natural 
Signification of the Word which 1s generally 
made uſe of to expreſs Charity, and according- 
ly is render'd by Love in theſe Places above. 
Thus it is expreſs d, when it is recommended as 
Chriſt's New Commandment, and the Mark by 
which his Diſciples may be known. Hence, 
when the Kind or Degree of it is ſpoken of, it is 
requir'd that we Love as Brethren; i Let bro- 
therly Love continue; and that wwe be * kindly. 4 
fectioned to one another. But this is more eſpe- 
cially evident, when Charity 4s diſtinguiſh'd 
from giving Goods to the Poor, and preterr'd 
to it in that remarkable Place 1 Cor. xiii. 3. 
Charity then is Love, Brotherly Love, a kind 
and benevolent Diſpoſition, a tender and at- 
fectionate Regard of thc Heart for others. But 
then Charity is not a pure inward Paſſion. It 
ſhoots out into ſeveral different Branches in the 
Soul, and ſhews itſelf in ſeveral different Acts 
in the Life. It hath a great variety of Proper- 
ties intimately related to it, and inſeparably u- 
nited with it. 

And firſt, Charity doth not evil. It hath no- 
thing of a miſchievous Nature in it. It will 
not allow Perſons to hurt one another. It doth 
not reproach, It is an Enemy to Slander and 


Calumny. 


# Heb. xlii. 1. k 1 Pet, iii. 8. 
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Calumny, It doth not permitInjuſtice or Op- 
ene or any wicked Work. It lives in the 

eart, where Perſons love their Neighbours as 
themſelves; and therefore prevents the injuring 
of our Neighbour, either in Word or Deed. 
Thus the Apoſtle repreſents Charity, I Love 
worketh no Ill to his Netghbour, therefore Lovyets 
the fulfilling of the Law: i. e. It diſpoſes to E- 
ſteem, Benevolence, and every ſocial good Of- 
fice. Nay, Charity not only wworketh uo Jil to o- 
thers, but it will not allow Perſons to imagine 
that 7// is worked to themſelves. It admits not 
of Jealouſics and Suſpicions. It enters not in- 
to Intentions and Purpoſes, nor interprets con- 
tingent Incidents, or doubtful Circumſtances, 
in the worſt Senſe. Dark and Cloudy 
Minds have ſtrange Apprehenſions of Things. 
They are apt to fear every Thing. They ſee 
Danger and ill Deſign in the moſt indifferent 
Actions, Jealouſy diſtends their Hearts with 
Fear, andeven good Offices ſometimes fill them 
with a Multitude of anxious Thoughts. Wick- 
ed Hearts naturally incline to evil Surmiſes. 
They take every one to be as ill as themſeves, 
and think every Body deſigns to do as they 
wou'd do in the like Circumſtances, But Cha- 
rity corrects the diſorder of both the one and the 
other Kind. It permits not the Heart to ſur- 
miſe Evil. It allows not the weak Mind to 
paint out Viſionary Dangers, nor rake together 
a few little Incidents, or doubtful Appearances, 


and draw rigid Concluſions from them. It 
| tcaches 


1 Rom, Xlit. 10. 
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teaches to put the beſt Conſtruction upon 
Things, and to interpret all Words, Actions, 
and Circumſtances, to the moſt kind and can- 
did Side. For according to the Apoſtle's Ac- 
count of the Matter, m Charity thinketh zo Evil. 
It is not apt to ſuſpect Evil; it thinketh no Evil, 
where Evil doth not plainly and evidently ap- 

ear. It doth not reaſon to Evil, as the origi- 


nal Word ſeems to imply, 2. e. it doth not ga- 


ther evil Intentions or Actions out of doubtful 
Circumſtances or Appearances; nay, Charity 
doth not only hing no Evil, but, on the con- 
trary, diſpoſes to think good of every doubtful 
Thing, * 17 believeth all Things, hopeth all 
Things. Believeth the beſt of any thing, and 
Lopeth that things may be well, tho' they don't 
bear the beſt Face. And as Charity doth not 
ſarmiſe Evil, fo it does not readily reſent Evil, 
when it is certain. As it reſtrains the Imagina- 
tion, ſo it puts a curb upon the Paſſions. It 
ſuffers them not immediately to take fire, and 
fly (out in Fury or Reſentment. It compoſes 
the) Spirit into a meek and paſſive Frame. You 
will hear the Apoſtle in this Caſe. o Charity is 
not eajily provoked, It is not ſoon provoꝶ d. 
Where it has Influence, Perſons are not moved 
by ſlighter Offences, nor do greater ones ſoon 
inflame them. They are not eau provoked to 
render Evil for Evil, one Inſult for another, 
hard Speeches for hard Speeches, ill Services 


for ill Services, Nay, where Charity com- 
| B 2 mands, 


n 1 Cor. Xiit. 5, Ou A94iGo728 , ver. 7. 
® 1 Cor, xiii. 5, 
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mands, it eadures many of theſe, for it P ſuffer- 


eth long: Patiently endures them, tho' they 


have not been confeſs'd or corrected ; ſuffer- 
eth them, tho' they have been repeated. 4 1: 
beareth all things, it endureth all things; beareth 
greater, as well as leſſer, Provocations; endu- 
reth heavier, as well as lighter, Injuries. In a 
word, Charity is of a very patient Nature: It 
makes the Spirit, in a good meaſure, ſubmit 
to ill Treatment, and will not allow it to de- 
ſign revengeful Attempts again. 
Charity is humble and condeſcending. It is 
ready to bend to any thing. It puts on no im- 
3 or arrogant Air, nor has any thing in- 
olent and aſſuming in its Behaviour. 1 
vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up. It vaunteth 
not itſelf of ſuperior Accompliſhments, nor 
of any great thing which it has done, If zs 
not puffed up with a vain Conceit of extraordi- 
nary 'Merit, nor hath raiſed Expectations of 
diſtinguiſh'd Honour and Compliment. It de- 


mands no obſequious Deference to its own Sen- 


timents or Views of things, nor is intractable 
to the reaſonable and innocent Meaſures of o- 
thers. On the contrary, as much as poſſible, 
it ſuits itſelf to others; is ready, as far as it can, 
to yield to their Judgment; and when they are 
manifeſtly in the wrong, it bears their Infir- 
mities. In a word, Haughtineſs and Pride are 
not of its Alliance. | | 
Farther, as Charity affects not Superiority over 
other Men, ſo neither isituneaſyattheSuperiority 
of others. It is not in pain at ſceing the Succeſs 


P 1 Cor. xiii. 4. 4A ver. 7. ver. 4. Or 
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or Proſperity, the Honour and Fame, of its 
Neighbour. It is not diſquieted, becauſe they 
who have been on a Level with itſelf, or even 
its Inferiors, are advanc'd to an higher Order, 
have more Power and Influence in the World, 
and are become its Superiors in any reſpect. 
For 5 Charity envieth not; envieth not Merit its 
juſt Reward, envieth no Perſon Succeſs or Power 
in a lawful way. On the contrary, ſuch E- 
vents give it Pleaſure; for it t rejoiceth not in 
iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth. Rejoiceth 
when Right and Truth obtain. 

Another Property of Charity is, that ” it 
behaveth not itſelf unſeemly ; i. e. it will a- 
void all Indecencies both in Word and Deed. 
It obligeth Perſons to act up to the Chriſtian 
Temper, and do every thing becoming the 
Chriſtian Name, in their common Concerns 
with all Men, and their ſocial Concerns, as 
they are Members of a Chriſtian Church; and 
conſequently Charity will not allow Perſons to 
be noiſy and clamorous, factious or turbulent; 
to buſtle and go about, or buſy themſelves 
more in Society than becomes their Capacities, 
their Station, or their Significancy in it. For 
this is highly an/cemly: It breaks in upon Peace 
and Order, and hath a direct Tendency to Con- 
fuſion. It beträys a little vain Mind, an im- 
prudent and dangerous Spirit. Hence, perhaps, 
it bas come to pals, · that ſome Copies have a 
Word for that which is here render'd unſeemly, 
which ſignifies contentious Emulation, prag- 

marical 


1 Cor. xiii. 4 "wer. 6. ver. 5. g. 
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matical canvaſing, excited by Vanity and Pride. 


And how contrary 1s this to Charity, which is 


a mild and gentle Virtue, ſmoothing the Soul, 
putting a Curb upon the Paſſions, and avoiding 
Offences of every kind ? - - - What Reſpect can 
they have for their Brethren, who are noiſy and 
clamorous againſt them, who make no account 
of grieving them, and will not calmly attend 
to their Perſuaſion? I'll only add again, 
Charity 1s of a And and forgiving Nature. It 
puts up Injurics, pardons the Offences it has 
met with, and is ready to do good for evil. This 
is that Love which Chrilt requires us to have, 
even for our Enemies. It is to do * good to them 
that hate us, and pray for them that deſpitefully 
uſe us and perſecute us. It is the Charity which 
the Apoſtle taught, a ? fervent Charity, which 
covereth a multitude of fins; which draweth a 
Veil over them, and conſiders them as if they 
had never been committed. | 
This then is the firſt thing. This is that 
Charity which the Apoſtle here recommends. 
Theſe are the Properties of that Grace which 
the Goſpel makes ſo great account of, You'll 


readily perceive of how comprehenſive a Na- 


ture it is. It, a great many ways, regulates 
the Sentiments of the Mind, and produces ſe- 
veral happy Fruits in the Life. It reſtrains 
Jealouſy and evil Surmiſing, an envying and 
repining Spirit. It diſpoſes Perſons to hope 
and believe the beſt of every one, and to re- 
joice in the Welfare of others. It is Vd and 


benefi- 
Matth. v. 44, 1 Pet, iv. 8, 


On — — 2 —— — 
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beneficent, allows no Injury to be done our 
Neighbour, obligeth us to be patient of Of- 
fences, and ready to forgive them; and it is 
Charity, of this Nature and Influence, which 
is to be our Rule of Conduct, as we are Mem- 
bers of a Chriſtian Society. Let all your things 
be done with Charity. 

It is time now that we proceed to conſider 
the Aptneſs and Propriety of this Rule, or ſhew 
how the Application of it to the Affairs of a 
Religious Body will have an happy Influence 
upon them. 

This was the Second Thing propos'd. And, 
if the feveral Properties of Charity be conſi- 
der'd, I apprehend it will very obviouſly ap- 
pear, that a more comprehenſive and efficaci- 
ous Rule can ſcarce be thought of. The Time, 
to which a ſingle Diſcourſe muſt be confin d, 
obliges me to abridge my Thoughts upon this 
Head as much as I can; wherefore I ſhall re- 
duce what I have to offer to theſe two Points, 
vig. to obſerve the natural Tendency, or ra- 
ther efficacious Influence, Charity has to the 
healing all the Diſorders that there may be in 
any Society; and the Uſe it is of, to the eſta- 
bliſhing Order, Peace, and Proſperity, where 
they obtain. If it operates theſe two ways, it 
Will be allow'd to be a very proper Rule: for 
preceding Diſturbances mult be compos'd, or 
Society muſt be in an ill State; the Ends of it 
will not ſo eaſily be obtaia'd, and its Subſiſtence 
will be threaten'd; and it muſt be well eſta- 
bliſh'd, or the like Diſturbances will be in dan- 
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ger of breaking out again, and the ſame In- 
conveniences enſue. It is fit then that all your 
things be done with Charity : For, 

(1.) Charity heals all che Diſorders in So- 


ciety. Our Saviour tells us, 'T7s impolſible but 
Ofences will come. They will come in Religi- 


ous, as well as Civil Society. There Perſons 
often enough meet with Injury and Wrong; 
cauſleſs Reproach, and manifeſt Injuſtice. It 
is not uncommon for Chriſtians to be jealous 
one of another; to imagine Intentions which 
were never conceiv'd, to draw Concluſions 
from Circumſtances which have little or no 
Foundation, and ſurmiſe evil from the ſlight- 
eſt Appearances; and theſe Surmiſings are apt 
enough to raiſe counter Surmiſings. Anger and 
Wrath, peeviſh and paſſionate Words, or re- 
proachful Language, are not unknown things 
among Chriſtians. - There are not wanting, in 
Religious Societies, Perſons who are of an 
envious and repining Nature, or a buſy 
and turbulent Spirit; who itch to meddle, 
are impatient of Contradiction: And it doth not 
often happen that Men are ſo meek, fo humble, 
and of ſo forgiving a Temper, as Religion re- 

uires. It is not improbable, Iſay, cherefore, that 
ſuch Ofences ſhou'd come, even in religious So- 
ciety: For all are not Igel, that are of Ijrael. 
There are many in the Chriſtian Church who 
have too little of the Spirit of Chriſtianity; nor 
does Religion abſolutely extinguiſh every evil 
Appetite and Paſſion, in thoſe whom it really 


lives in. It is not to be thought ſtrange then, 
that 
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that there ſhou'd be Diſorders and Confuſions 


among Chriſtians. If one injure, another will 


be tempted to reſent. Provocations given are 
apt to be returned. If ſome are ready to en- 
tertain Jealouſy and evil Surmiſes, others are 


not likely to have a better Opinion of them. If 


any betray an envious or turbulent Temper, 
they may expect to meet with Oppoſition and 
Contradiction. The Spirit which worketh on 
one Side, is likely enough to raiſe ſomething of 
the ſame Spirit on the other; by which the 
Peace and Order of Society will be interrupted. 
But be it ſo: Let theſe, or any other Cauſes 
produce what Diſorders they can in Society, 
have but recourſe to this Rule, apply Charity 
to 'em, and do all your things with it, and they 
ſhall all be immediately compos'd. Unity and 
Peace ſhall be happily reſtored. For have theſe 
— been occaſion'd by ill Offices done by 
any, let Charity take Place, and theſe Offices 
ſhall ceaſe: For Charity, on the one hand, 
worketh no Ill to his Neighbour, and on the other, 
it covereth a Multitude of Sius. Or have they 
been raiſed by Suſpicions and evil Surmiſes, by 
Reproaches or hard Cenſures, apply Charity to 
'em, and they can't fail of diſappearing : For 
Charity thinketh no Evil, it cures Perſons of their 
Jealouſies and. Suſpicions, and it is not eaſily 
provoked by Cenſute and Kcproach. Again, has 
the envious or meddling Spirit of ſome, in a So- 
ciety, raiſed the Reſentment of others, to the 
diſturbing the Affairs of it; let this Grace be 
cheriſh'd in the Heart, and things ſhall be ſer 
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to rights again: For Charity envieth not, and 
diſpoſes every one in Honour to prefer others to 
himſelf. It behaves not itſelf wnſeemly, is not |: 
puffed up, norallows Perſons to take more upon 
them than their Places give 'em. Or laſtly, |: 
ſhou'd it not have ſo extenſive an Influence u- 
on all the Members of a Society, as to prevent | 
Offences being given, yet if it be cultivated in 
thoſe to whom they have been otter'd, the Diſ- 
orders, which have been produced by theſe Of- | 
fences, ſhall be heal'd: For Charity will pre- 
vail upon Perſons to bear Injuries, and draw a 
Veil over Offences. It beareth all things, endu- 
reth all things. It is fit then, that all things 
of a Chriſtian Society ſhould be done with Cha- 
rity; for, if there be any Diſorders in it, Chari- 
ty will remove them. It takes them away in 
their ſeveral Cauſes, and effectually brings things 
into a peaceful quiet State; and as this is a fit 
Rule, becauſe it corrects all the preceeding Diſ- 
orders of Society; ſo the Propriety of it far- |: 
ther appears, if we conſider, | 

(2.) The Tendency it has to prevent all fu- | 
ture ones, and preſerve Order and Peace where 
they obtain. And indeed Charity operates as 
powerfully, and after the ſame manner, in this 
Caſe as the other. Are things, in any Society, 
in an eaſy and quiet State? Has it nothing of | 
Diſſention or Animoſity to diſturb it? Let Cha- | 
rity live in its Members, and that Tranquillity 
can ſcarce be interrupted, ſuch Diſorders will 
not readily find any Entrance. It prevents them 


in their ſeveral Cauſes. It will cut off all oc- 
| caſion 
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caſion of em. Let but Charity direct the 
Words and Actions of Chriſtians, and they 
ſhall never have reaſon to complain one of 
another. Mutual Prejudices ſhall never be en- 
tertain'd in their Minds. Mutual hard Cenſures 
ſhall never procced out of their Lips. Would 
but Chriſtians cultivate this Grace in their 
Hearts, they ſhou'd be ſo far from doing one 
another any ill Offices, or reſenting them when 
they are offer d, that they wou'd be ready to 
do one another every good Office, and bear all 


the ill ones they meet with. For it is of a be- 


nevolent and patient Nature: it is &:2d, and 
endureth all things. Was this the Principle 
Chriſtians always acted from, they would be ſo 
far from entertaining an ill Opinion one of a- 
nother, and cenſuring one another's Actions, 

or even revenging the Cenſures and Reproaches 
they may meet with, that they would be ready 
to think their beſt of every thing, and even be 
uninclin'd to inſiſt upon Satisfaction for Of- 
fences. For Charity hopeth all things, believeth 
the beſt of all things, and /eeketh not its own. 

But I need not enlarge upon this Point. Let 
the Properties of Charity be conſider' d, and, 

with the leaſt Attention, it will obviouſly ap- 
pear, that Charity is the Bond of PerfeErneſs in 
Chriſtian Society, binding all the Parts of it 
together in the ſtricteſt Union, cttabliſhing the 
Peace of it upon the firmeſt Bottom, and pro- 
moting all the beneficial Purpoſes of it, in the 
molt effectual manner; and that, thro' its In- 


fluence, the Prophets Repreſentation of the 


6 Chriſti- 


20 A SERMON preached 


Chriſtian State ſhall really obtain every where, 
the Lion alſo * ſhall dwell with the Lamb, and 
the Leopard ſhall lie down with the Kid, and the 
Calf, and the young Lion, and the Fatling toge- 
ther ; and a little Child Hall lead them, &c. They 
ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all the holy Mountain, 
z. e. Unanimity and Concord, with all their 
happy Fruits, ſhall be conſtantly maintain'd. 

How proper a Rule, then, is Charity to all 
the Affairs of a Chriſtian Society, ſince it con- 
ceals all the Diſorders that may be introduc'd 
into it, and preſerves Order and Peace where 
they obtain? Needs any thing more be ſaid to 
recommend this Rule? It is ſuited to the State 
of things; and let the State of things be what 
they will, be it orderly, or be it confus'd, the 
Application of this Rule can't fail of having 
an happy Influence upon it. I is fit, then, 
that all your things be done with Charity. But 
indeed it is not only fit, but alſo neceſſary, 
The natural Expedience and Excellence of it 
doth not only direct us to it, bur the indiſpen- 
fable Laws of the Goſpel alſo impole it upon us: 
Duty as well as. Prudence preſcribe it. This 
brings us to 

The Third Thing propos'd, the Nece/izy 
there is of applying this Rule to the ſocial Ai- 
fairs of Chriſtians. This ſcarce needs be in- 
ſiſted upon at all, when it has been ſhewn what 
a beneficent Influence it naturally hath upon all 
the Affairs of a Society: for every one will be 
ready to apply proper and efficacious Means to 
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the bringing about a neceſſary End. But as 
it is a matter of the laſt Conſequence, permit 
me to obſerve two or three things briefly upon 
this Head. And, 

(1.) Let it be conſider'd, how neceſſary it is 
that the Things of Chriſtians ſhould be done with 
Charity, from the Relation they are in one ro 
another. They are Brethren, Partakers of the 
ſame holy Calling, and, if they be fincere, 
Partakers of the ſame divine Nature. They 
are of the ſame Houſhold of Faith, to be mu- 
cual Helpers of one another's Hope and Joy, 
and Joint-Heirs of the ſame incorruptible In- 
heritance. Shou'd not, then, Perſons of this 
Character love one another ? Shou'd they re- 
proach, ſhou'd they provoke, ſhou'd they en- 
vy one another, or be puft'd up one againft 
another? Shou'd they not be kind and candid 
one towards another ? They are near in Rela- 
tion, and ſhou'd be dear to one another in Af- 
fection. It wou'd be very unnatural for them, 
who are of the ſame Fleſh and Blood, to grieve 
or be bitter againſt their own Fleſh. Moſes 
{poke to the Underſtanding and Conſcience of 
every one, when he ſaid to the two 1/raelites 
ſtriving, * Sirs, ye are brethren; why do ye wrong 
one to another? Becauſe they were Brethren, 
they ſhould have avoided mutual Injury. This 
Argument we find frequently uſed in the New 
Teſtament. Hence it is requir'd that b brother- 
ly Love continue, and that © we love as Brethren. 
Becauſe we are Brethren, brotherly Love ſhou'd 

always 

* Afts vii, 26, Heb. xiii. 1. 1 Pet. ii. 8. 
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always continue; as we are Brethren, we ſhou'd 
love as Brethren. Nay farther, Chriſtians are 
not only Brethren, but they are Members one 


of another; Members of Chriſt's Body, whoſe . 


new Commandment is Love; and therefore there 
is a ſort of natural Neceſjity that they love one 
another. Shou'd not the Members have the 


ſame care one for another ? If one Member ſuffer, 


ou'd not all the Members ſuffer with it ? or one 
Member be honour'd, ſhou'd they not all rejoice 
with it? See this Argument at large, 1 Cor. xii. 
12---28, Shou'd not, then, the Propriety and 
Excellency of Charity, as a ſocial Rule, re- 
commend it to Chriſtians to do all their things 
with it. Let their Relation to one another con- 
ſtrain them. They can't act as Brethren, they 
can't be Members one of another, or they mult 
be unnatural ones, if they don't uſe it in all 
their Affairs. Bur, ſhou'd Chriſtians forget their 
Relation one to another, and neglect the Duty 
of it, yet they ſhall nor get quit of this Obli- 

ation. They are bound to this Duty in an ab- 
ſolute Senſe. As they are Chriſtians they muſt 
cultivate this Grace; for let us now obſerve, 

(a.) Chriſtians muſt do both their common 
and ſocial Things with Charity, or really they 
are nothing at all in a Religious Senſe. They 
are nothing in the Chriſtian Church. They are 
none of the Members of Chriſt's Body. They 
are none of the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt. 
If Perſons have not Charity, their Religion muſt 
be mere Aﬀectation and bare Pretenſion. Their 


Virtues, how glaring ſoever, muſt be ſpurious and 
ſophiſti- 
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ſophiſticated. If Perſons have not Charity, their 
Knowledge, tho' it extend to all Myſtery, is no- 
thing; their Faith, tho' it cou'd remove Moun- 
tains, is nothing; their good Works, tho' it ſhou'd 
be the giving all they had to feed the Poor, are 
nothing; have nothing of Chriſtian Work in eim, 
nor will be of uſe to ſaving Purpoſes. The A- 
poſtle has determin'd this Point ſo clearly, that 
it needs not be illuſtrated; ſo poſitively, that 
it can't be diſputed, in the foremention'd Place, 
1 Cor. xiii. 2, 3. There is then, you ſee, the 
moſt indiſpenſable Neceſſity that all your Things 
be done with Charity. You can't otherwiſe act 
up to your Character. If you apply not this 
Rule, you enervate your own Faith, and ſtain 
your Profeſſion. I'll only add, 

(3.) Common Prudence makes this neceſſary. 
There's no avoiding Diſorder and Confuſion 
without it. This Rule muſt be apply'd, or 
Paſſions and Prejudices will dictate. Perſons 
muſt conduct their ſocial Matters in a kind, 
candid, and forbearing way; or they will in- 
jure, reproach, provoke, and contradict, juſt 
as their particular Prejudices, Paſſions, or Views 
preſcribe. This is the Alternative. And, in 
the latter Caſe, the Apoſtle James tells us what 
will be the Conſequence ; 4 where envying and 
ferife is, there is confuſion, and every evil 
work, © Wars and Fightings proceed from the 
Luſts that war in the Members. Theſe are inva- 
riable Effects of common Cauſes. Prejudices 
and inordinate Paſſions contradict both * 

an 
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and Religion. They naturally tend to injure 
and provoke: They dictate Cenſure and Re- 
proach : They ſuggeſt unreaſonable Methods, 
and they difincline the Mind to ſafe and whol- 
ſome ones. What, then, can they eſtabliſh but 
Strife and Confuſion ? Can it ever be expected, 
that mutual Injuries and Provocations will 
bring Perſons to think upon any thing for their 
common Intereſt ? Are they likely to be oi one 
Heart and Mind, with reſpect to Meaſures for 
their mutual Peace and Safety, whoſe Tongues, 
like two-edged Swords, are wounding one ano- 
ther with mutual Reproaches? The nature of 
things muſt be inverted, Good and Evil muſt 
exchange their Names, before this can be the 
Caſe. If Perſons, therefore, ſetting aſide the 
Obligations of Religion, do but wiſh to bring 
their matters in Society to a good paſs, they 
muſt do all their things with Charity. 

I have now, in as narrow a Compals as I 
cou'd, diſpatch'd the doctrinal Part of the Text. 
I have endeavoured to repreſent the Nature, 
Propriety, and Neceſſity of Charity, as a Rule 
of ſocial Conduct. It is your Buſineſs to make 
the Application. It is your Duty to cultivate 
this Grace in your Hearts, and uſe it as a Rule, 
in both your common, and more ſpecial Affairs, 
as you are Members of the Chriſtian Church, 
And, I perſuade. myſelf, the Regard that you 
have for the Laws of the Goſpel, the Concern 
you have for the publick Good, and your Af- 
fection for Peace and Order, will readily diſ- 


poſe you to it. 
I I ſhall 
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I ſhall not ſay much more to you upon this 
Occaſion, nor take upon me to give you many 
Rules of mine own. I have always thought, 
and believe ſhall always think, that, in the Caſe 
before you, every one hath a Right to judge for 


himſelf, and have Satisfaction in his own Mind 


and Conſcience. To provide for our Souls is 
the moſt ſerious Concern we have on Earth. 
It is what lyes neareſt to Perſons themſelves, 
and what they themſelves can beſt judge in. For 
every one muſt know beſt what Proviſion is 
moſt ſuitable to his own Taſte and Wants, 
what Means enlighten his Mind moſt, and 
what Kind of Perſwaſion operates, with the 
greateſt Force, upon his Heart. Beſides, 
this is a conſiderable Branch of that Liberty 
with which we are indulg'd; and J can't ſee, 
why the moſt inconſiderable Members ſhould 
have any Reſtrictions laid upon them, in this 
Caſe. For any to pin down othersto their par- 
ticular Sentiments or Liking, is not only, as I 
apprehend, more ſevere than to confine Perſons 
to a particular kind of natural Regimen, no 
Conſideration had to thedifference of Taſte and 
Conſtitution; but, in Perſons of our Denomi- 
nation, is indeed a ſolid Piece of Abſurdity. 
The Laws of our Country, mild and gentle 
ones they are, give every one of us Liberty to 
chuſe our own Miniſters ; and what are we, 
what is any of us, either of theClergy, or Laity, 
to affect a greater Power over our Brethren, than 
our Sovereign, than even the ſupreme Legiſla- 


tive Power has thought fit to exerciſe? Nay, to 
D Abſurdity 
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Abſurdity add Danger, Danger on each Hand, 
Danger of that Liberty which we enjoy. For 
if Power ſhouldever fall intothe Hands of thoſe 
who bear us ill-will, with what a plauſible 
Pretence doth this furniſh them to take It from 
us! How juſtly may they ſay, what Reaſon have 
| you to expect Liberty from us, when ye take it from 
one another. And here is Danger on the other 
Hand too; Danger of Strife and Confuſion. 
For they who conſider human Nature, and 
know what the Spirit of Liberty is, will eaſily 
perceive, that Men who know they have Liberty, 
will not be a whit leſs inclin'd to make uſe of 
their Liberty, when Attempts are made upon 
it by thoſe who have no manner of Right todo 
it. Let, I ſay, every one be left to the uſe of 
that Liberty, which Nature, Religion, and the 
Laws of our Country give. But when I ſay 
this, I don't mean, that no Courſe ſhould be 
taken to procure Unanimity and Concord in à 
Choice. Preſs theſe as much as you pleaſe up- 
on every one. Argue for em as ſtrongly as you 
can. Plead the Neceflity of em, upon the Ac- 
count of Religion, for the publick Good, for 
the Sake of Peace and Order; and uſe all the 
gentle Methods of Perſwaſion which can be de- 
viſed; but for very Shame's Sake, let not Force 
and Compulſion, or any thing which looks like 
Aſperity, be ſo much as thought of among us. 

I have diſclaim'd much preſcribing to you; 
but allow me to recommend one Thing to your 
cloſeſt Attention, it is Religion, the Intereſt of 
ſerious Religion. This is a Point you ought to 


keep 
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keep ſteddily in your View, and youare oblig'd 
to provide for it the beſt Way you can. Ir is 
for the Purpoſes of Religion that you have aſ- 
ſociated yourſelves; It is to be inſtructed in the 
Truths of the Goſpel, to have them deeply im- 
preſs'd upon your own Spirits, and get them 
propagated in your Families. The moſt ef- 


fectual Means to theſe Ends recommend them- 


ſelves to every ſerious Perſon's Choice. You'll 
agree with me, 'tis not a Tone or an Accent, 
an Air or a Geſture, which will do the Buſt- 
neſs of Religion, or deſerve the Conſideration 
of any Chriſtian Society. Gentlemen, . theſe 
Things will never enlighten the Mind, or 
quicken the Conſcience. They are indeed mere 
Trifles, Accompliſhments which any vain em- 
pty Mind may attain to, and which weak Minds 
only value. They are of little Account with 
Men of Senſe, and of far leſs Significance with 
Perſons of a ſerious Spirit, and devout Hearr. 
It is by extenſive theological Skill, by judicious 
elaborate Preaching, by clear and natural Ex- 
plications of divine Truths, and cloſe perſwa- 
five Reaſonings upon them; that Chriſtian 
Knowledge is moſt likely to be acquir'd, and a 
Senſe of Religion raiſed, or ſtrengthen'd in the 
Heart. Theſe, therefore, are the Things which 
molt deſerve the Attention of any Chriitian Aſ- 
ſembly You want to have your Minds 


inform'd, to have the Love of divine Things 
zealouſly recommended to you, and to be built 
up in your moſt holy Faich. The Means 
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Which are moſt conducive to theſe Purpoſes 


you are to ſearch out; without Prejudice or Par- 
tiality are you to judge of thoſe which fall un- 
der your Conſideration ; what you meet with, 
tending moſt to have theſe Effects upon you, 
ſhou'd ye, every one for himſelf, be determin'd 
by. But though, in the firſt place, every one 
may conſider his own private Satisfaction ; yer, 
give me leave to obſerve it, every one of you 
ought to look farther. You ought alſo to 
conſider, what is moſt likely to promote the In- 
tereſt of Religion in the Society in general. 
You are, in this Caſe, as it were, mutual 
Truſtees for one another, and for the Public ; 
and therefore ſhou'd be ſollicitous about what 
may be for the Good of your Brethren, and 
the Public, as well as your own. The Apo- 
ſtle tells us, that every one ſbou d not look at his 
own things, but at the things of others alſo; and 


I know not any Caſe, to which this Rule 


ſhou'd ſooner be apply'd, than the Caſe be- 
fore you. Here, every one ſhou'd more eſpe- 
cially look at the things of others; and conſult 
what may be for their Good, when it is their 
neareſt Concern, their ſpiritual Good, which 
is in Agitation. : The Intereſt of Religion, I 


Tay, Gentlemen, is the Point ye ſhou'd ſteddi- 


ly keep in View, in the Caſe before you; and 

ou ſhou'd readily be determin'd by what you 
apprehend will contribute moſt to it, If this 
be conſulted, you conſult your own beſt Inte- 


reſts, and you provide moſt effectually for the 
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Eſtabliſhment and Proſperity of your So- 


ciety. | | Ane 

We have had ſeveral things lately publ is 
about the State of the Diſſenting Intereſt, and - 
the Methods of ſupporting it. Tis a plain 
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Caſe with me, that ſerious Religion is its chief 


Support. Let but Piety live in the People; 


let Induſtry, Learning, and a zealous Concern 


for Religion be cheriſh'd in their Miniſters ; 
and none, I believe, need be in any great Pain 
for the Diſſenting Intereſt. But if theſe things 
fail among us; if our People grow looſe and 
formal, or their Miniſters become remiſs and 
ſuperficial in their Performances, (the former is 
the natural Conſequence of the latter) no laſt- 
ing Eſtabliſhment can be expected to our Cauſe. 
Without Piety, a Diſſenter, any Diſſenting 
Congregation, nay, the Intereſt itſelf, I hum- 
bly conceive, ſcarce deſerves a Name; and 
muſt, in the common Courſe of Things, 
dwindle to nothing. Withour Piety, it can 
never be ſuppoſed that Providence will be con- 
cern'd about the Preſervation of that Intereſt; 
and without Piety, it will never be able to ſub- 
fiſt of itſelf. For what is there to determine 
any to adhere to the Purity of Divine Wor- 
ſhip, ro whom Worſhip itſelf is indifferent ? 
What continuing Zeal can they have againſt 
Innovations in Religion, who have little Zeal 
for Religion in the Subſtance ? This is our 
Ark, and the Glory, as well as the Safety, de- 
parts from our 1/rae/ when we loſe it. 


I have 
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I have inſiſted more largely upon this Point 
than I deſign'd; but, as the Decay of ſerious 
Religion is what pious Perſons, both at home 
and abroad, obſerve and lament, I can't think 
it altogether improper upon ſuch an Occaſion 
as this, nor will I ſuſpect that you unwilling- 
ly hear what has been ſaid upon it; nay, I per- 
— myſelf you'll readily give your Atten- 
tion, when I recommend an impartial Regard 
to what is moſt likely to promote true Piety a- 
mong you, as you deſire the Edification of 
your own Souls, as you wiſh for the true Sup- 
port of your own Cauſe, and as you ſhall be 
able to give a good Account of this Part of 
your Conduct, upon which ſo much depends. 
l have now done, when I have added, 
Let nothing be done among you through ſtrife and 
vain- glory. Study the things which make for 
Peace and Godlineſs. Let all your things be done 
with Charity. Be of one heart, and one mind; 
and the God of Love and Peace preſide in all 
your Conſukations. | 
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